PROGRAMME NOTES for

Jaleo – Liz Lane
Jaleo was written for the Carducci Quartet following their recording and performances of my song cycle, Words Wide Night, in 2006/7 (with Andrew Kennedy/Andrew Staples - tenor and Daniel Hill – piano). The three movement work was composed in response to the quartet’s request for music which they could include in their repertoire for music clubs around the UK, and incorporates similar features to the song cycle such as the widely-spaced string writing and lyricism of the second movement, Midnight Ballad, and the light-hearted pizzicato of the third movement, El Habañero.
Jaleo was influenced by summer visits to Murcia, South East Spain, and in particular the seaside town of Los Alcázares.  The term jaleo (pronounced har-le-o) is Spanish for vocal utterances and shouts of approval and encouragement such as ole!, ezo! and toma! by the audience during a flamenco performance.  It is also recognition of duende, the soul force or inner spirit believed to be released through the performer’s intense involvement with the music.

The first movement, Cante Jondo (from the heart, deep, intimate), is inspired by flamenco music for voice and guitar performed at the annual Festival Internacional del Cante de las Minas (International Festival of Mine Singing), which takes place in the neighbouring small town of La Unión.  The vocal competitions are held late at night in the town’s beautiful old market hall; as the evening progresses, the mesmeric high, soaring vocal improvisations (cante) and hand clapping rhythms (palmas) are increasingly interjected by intense and emotive jaleo from the audience.
Midnight Ballad evokes a late evening atmosphere after an exceptionally hot summer’s day, in particular sounds which float across the cool evening air such as strands of music and television, children playing and people chatting, cooking and eating – interspersed by a solitary bird call.
El Habañero is one of the hottest chilli peppers in the world [Capsicum Chinense Jacqui] and synonymous with Spanish cooking.  It is also the name of an orange-coloured tourist road-train which operates each July and August evening, its brash colours and loud music epitomising a Spanish holiday atmosphere.
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